doublets. Therefore, the two additional OH groups should be secondary alcohols located at C-3 and C-4.
(Analogous behaviour was observed with the signals of the third CHOH group located at ring D of both griseorhodins A and C).
In accordance to these findings treatment of griseorhodin C with acetic anhydride in pyridine gave a hexaacetate (C37H30O19). In the 1H-NMR spectrum of griseorhodin C hexaacetate (substance IV in Table 1 Treatment of griseorhodin A with HClO4 in acetic acid gave IIIa. and IIIb. In IIIa the epoxide ring is converted to a CHOH-CHOCOCH3 group. From the NMR spectrum ( Table 1 ) the presence of two secondary hydroxyls is evident at C-3 and C-3' proved by addition of D2O and downfield shift after acetylation. The acetate of IIIa obtained by treatment with acetic anhydride in pyridine was found to be identical in all respects with the hexaacetate IV obtained by acetylation of griseorhodin C.
Finally, griseorhodin C was formed when griseorhodin A was treated with dil. H2SO4 in acetones,c)
Generally, under those conditions ring opening of epoxides fused to a six-membered ring gives traris- Preparation from griseorhodin A: Griseorhodin A (500 mg) was suspended in acetone (60 ml). After addition of 10% H2SO4 (5 ml) the mixture was refluxed for 4 hours.
The reaction mixture was precipitated by addition of water (100 ml) and isolated in the usual manner. The crude product was purified by column chromatography from chloroform -methanol (95 : 5 by volume) on KH2PO4-buffered silica gel. The fractions of the main red zones of several columns were combined and evaporated to 50 ml. After cooling, the precipitate was collected, washed, and dried. The substance was identical in all respects with the natural material.
Reaction of griseorhodin A with acetic acid and HCIO4 HCIO4 (70%, 3 ml) was added to a solution of griseorhodin A (500 mg) in glacial acetic acid (250 ml). The reaction mixture was kept at room temperature for 17 hours, then diluted with water (250 ml). The mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (250 ml, the organic layer could be separated after saturation with sodium chloride). The ethyl acetate extract was washed with water (5 x 200 ml) and dried over sodium sulfate. The extract was then evaporated and applied to columns of silica gel (KH2PO4-buffered silica gel according to CORONELLI et al. Hexaacetate of griseorhodin C (IV): Acetic anhydride (0.5 ml) was added to a solution of griseorhodin C (20 mg) in pyridine (0.5 ml). The reaction mixture was kept at room temperature for 6 hours, then the acetate was precipitated by addition of water. The crude acetate was dissolved in chloroform and precipitated by addition of cyclohexane to yield IV. The substance was identical with the acetate of IIIa, proved by comparison of IR, mass and NMR spectra.
Pentaacetate of IIIa: Acetylation of 50 mg of IIIa by employing the same procedure as described for the acetylation of griseorhodin C. The crude product (45 mg) was recrystallized from ethanol to obtain the yellow pentaacetate of IIIa. Mp. 210~220°C. 
